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 CONGRESS CUTS FUNDING FOR MEXICAN TRUCKS 
  
Tell Congress to stop the Bush administration from keeping the program rolling. 
  
Alert: Congress has passed a bill that cuts funding for the controversial Mexican truck program, but 
lawmakers expect the Bush administration to keep the foreign vehicles rolling on American roads 
amid safety and security concerns. 
  
Joe Kasper, spokesman for Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., said that "without federal funding, it will 
be difficult to continue the program. However, we must expect that the administration will continue 
looking for ways to do so." 
  
The newly passed 2008 Consolidated Appropriations Act prohibits the Department of Transportation 
from using the funds in it "to establish a cross-border motor carrier demonstration program to allow 
Mexico-domiciled motor carriers to operate beyond the commercial zones along the international 
border between the United States and Mexico." 
  
"In a Democratic-sponsored spending bill filled with rewards for special interests, this is actually one 
of the few beneficial provisions included in the bill," Kasper said. 
  
He points out Bush is expected to sign the bill. 
  
"Congressman Hunter introduced the first bill in Congress to stop the program from moving forward 
and never relented in his effort to ensure the safety of our roadways and that American security would 
not be threatened by an inundation of foreign motor carriers," Kasper said. 
  
Ten Mexican carriers, with another 37 awaiting final approval, are now operating under the program. 
Four American carriers are allowed to drive on Mexican roads. 
  
Clayton Boyce, vice president of public affairs for the American Trucking Association said Congress 
"has clearly expressed its will on the issue, and we are waiting to see what the Department of 
Transportation's next step will be." 
  
"There are four U.S. trucking companies with 41 trucks in the cross-border program. If the 
demonstration program ends, there will be no U.S. trucks crossing the border," Boyce explained. 
  
Congress has expressed its will before, however, and the program has continued. 
  
Kasper said Hunter, a presidential candidate, "intends to work against any effort by the 
administration, just as he did over the last year, to ensure the brakes are put on this program once and 
for all." 
  
The American Trucking Association hopes the Mexican project will be successful. 
  
"We have generally supported NAFTA and the cross-border trucking program as an improvement in 
cross-border efficiency," said Boyce. 
  
"We had expected that the demonstration program would prove whether the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration can regulate and ensure the safety of Mexican trucks and drivers traveling in 
the United States," he said. 
  
Opposition to the program comes not only from the U.S. Congress but from the other side of the 
border as well. The Mexican National Truck Drivers Federation plans to block the border between 
Mexico and the U.S. in January if the program doesn't come to an end, according to the Mexican 

newspaper El Financiero. 
  
"It is irresponsible of the Mexican government, of (President) Felipe Calderon, to allow the interests 
of a powerful 2 percent of people in the Mexican economy to hand Mexican trucking over to the 
Americans," Elias Dip Rame, president of the Mexican National Truck Drivers Federation, told the 
paper. 
  
If American trucks are able to continue operating in Mexico, the ATA expects them to be protected. 
  
"In any situation, we expect Mexico's authorities to protect U.S. drivers and vehicles lawfully in that 
country," Boyce said. 
  
Melissa Delaney, spokeswoman for the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, was contacted 
by phone and e-mail but declined comment.  
  
DO NOT BE SILENCED BY ANYONE STAND UP! MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! 
TAKE ACTION: Send YOUR blast FAX to ALL 535 Congressman NOW! 
To visit FAXDC.com, click here: http://faxdc.com/ 
To Fax Blast Capitol Hill, click here: http://faxdc.com/trucks.htm   
To place a Fax order, click here: http://faxdc.com/Order.htm  
Thank You Patriot! Your friends at FAXDC.com 
  
NOTE: Be sure to send this Alert to EVERYONE you know who supports saving America and 
Protecting our Middle Class. Thank you! 
 

 THE “B ATTLE OF MEDINA ”  ARCHEOLOGICAL 
DIG.  

On Saturday January 26, 2008 the volunteers for 
this research will assemble at 8:30 A.M., at the 
N.West intersection of Hi 281 South at 1604 at the 
Shell-McDonalds station south of San Antonio. 
From there we will be led to a private ranch where 
it has been rumored that artifacts have been 
discovered identifying this area as the possible 
location of the Battle of Medina. The team will be 
led by Dr Andres Tijerina Ph.D. Texas History 
Professor at Austin Community College and Dan 
Arellano, Author of Tejano Roots. Amateur and 
Professional Historians are invited to participate in 
this historical event.  

The Battle of Medina was the biggest and 
bloodiest battle ever fought on Texas soil. Over a 
thousand Tejanos sacrificed their lives for freedom 
and democracy that to this day remain unknown 
and unrecognized for their ultimate sacrifice. 

For more information contact: Dan Arellano 
darellano@austin.rr.com or 512-826-7569 

 

 

2008 

 
We are so blessed with the coming New Year for 
all of us.   The Primaries are on the way and lots of 
hard work to do to make sure a true success for all 
of us.   
 
Our group would like to extend an invitation to 
everyone to join us at 2 major events this year.   
 
The First event is an All-American Celebration at 
Tony and Mary Dale’s Home to hear 3 great 
speakers from this area.   These speakers are 
Congressman John Carter, Congressman Mike 
Conaway, and Congressman Michael McCaul.  
They are excite to inform us of topics like Veterans 
Issues, Educational Choice for Parents, Supporting 
our Military, Property Rights, and Reducing the 
Regulatory and Tax Burden on Small Business.  
On, January 9, 2008 at 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm; 104 
Breakaway Road in Cedar Park. 
 
The Cost for this event is Members-$25.00; Non-
Members-$35.00; 1 yr Membership Fee-$25.00 
(optional).  All checks are to be made payable to 
the Travis County RNHA. 
 
The Second event is a Gala to be held on March 7, 
2008 at the Hyatt Hotel, 2008 Barton Spring Road; 
feature emcee:  George P. Bush; Honorees:  
Former Congressman Henry Bonilla, Former State 
Representatives Elvira Reyna and Pete Nieto.  
Early Registration (until February 15th) $75.00 
individual and $100.00 couple; late registration 
(February 16th to March 6th) $85.00 individual 
and $125.00 couple.  After dinner the casino event 
will open to have fun and mingle.  
 

Te espero a ver! 
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            BBQ Plate LUNCH BENEFIT 

(Austin, TX. December 23, 2007)  A benefit BBQ 
Plate LUNCH will be served Jan. 19, 2008 to 
help raise funds for kidney transplant recipient, 
Marcos Tijerina of Austin, Texas who is 
scheduled for surgery at Herman Memorial 
Hospital in Houston.  Funds raised will be 
dedicated 100% for his living expenses during 
recovery and for medical expenses not covered by 
his insurance.  Tickets for the $5 Plate Lunch are 
on sale from committee members or can be 
bought by mail from the above address.  The Plate 
Lunch is scheduled as follows: 

EVENT: BBQ PLATE LUNCH 

DATE:  January 19, 2008 

TIME:  11 AM – 2 PM  

PRICE: $5.00 per plate 

PLACE: H.A. Guerrero   Carpet Co. 

Parking Lot at Oltorf & South 1 st 

Marcos Tijerina survived cancer in 1997 after one 
year of extensive chemotherapy and radiation at 
MD Anderson Hospital.  Thanks to God and the 
dedicated doctors at M.D.Anderson, he is now a 
Tech Support Specialist at Dell.   But due to the 
chemotherapy and radiation damage, he now has 
only 13% kidney function, and needs a kidney 
transplant.  His fiancée, Elaine Gomez, is 
scheduled to be his kidney transplant donor in 
January 2008. 

Marcos says:  “I am very grateful to her for this 
opportunity for life.” 

Elaine says:  “Now I know what I was born to do 
in my life.”  

Please contribute to help us raise awareness about 
the continuing needs of cancer survivors and 
kidney transplant patients.  100% of your 
donation will go to a special account at IBC 
BANK to help Marcos and Elaine pay for medical 
costs and other living expenses not covered by his 
insurance.  Thank you._ _ _   Make Check 

payable to:  Marcos Tijerina Special Account P.O. 
Box 200255-311 Austin, TX 7872                 

February 12, 2008 – RNHA Membership 
Meeting at 6:00 pm and Mixer at 6:30 pm at El 
Mercado on Lavaca Street in Austin (Free 
Margarita for new members). 

               FACTS &  TIDBITS  

Charter Revision Committee recommends single-member  

districts for Council consideration; cancels January meetings 

For immediate release  

Dec. 21, 2007  

The Charter Revision Committee has recommended that the Austin City Council 

consider an election system that includes single-member districts on the May 2008 

ballot.  

The 4-2 Committee vote taken Dec. 20 gives Council approximately six meetings 

between January and March 2008 to conduct public hearings and deliberate before 

the March 6 statutory deadline for setting a charter amendment ballot for the May 

election. Sample maps have been drawn for various election scenarios if the 

Council seeks further recommendations from the Charter Revision Committee.  

The Council needs to add an election proposal in May or possibly lose the chance 

for two years. The May ballot already will include a charter amendment to change 

hiring and firing provisions for the City Auditor. If that amendment passes, the City 

would be prohibited to conduct another charter election until 2010.  

"The Committee believed it was important to place the issue on May’s ballot or 

potentially lose the opportunity for another two years," said Committee Chair Gus 

Garcia.  

"Placing an item on the ballot would allow many more residents to get involved in 

this issue and voice their opinions on the City of Austin’s election system," Garcia 

said. "As the City continues to grow, it is our responsibility to make sure residents 

believe they are well-represented by their local government."  

The Charter Revision Committee survey is still available online through 

Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2008, for residents wishing to provide feedback on single-

member and at-large districts. To complete the survey, visit 

www.cityofaustin.org/charter. E-mail comments may also be sent through the 

Charter Web site by clicking on the "comments" tab.  

The Charter Revision Committee was charged with reviewing and reporting on the 

advisability of a charter amendment proposing single-member districts or a 

representation framework that includes both single-member and at-large seats for 

Council Member elections.  

If Council proposes an election system that includes a mix of at-large and single-

member seats, residents would then be able to vote for a representative for their 

district; all at-larges seats; and the Mayor.  

The final two Charter Revision Committee meetings scheduled for January 

2008 have been canceled as a result of this week’s Committee decision.  

Information regarding the Charter Revision Committee, its work and information 

presented at previous meetings can be accessed on the City of Austin Web site at 

www.cityofaustin.org/charter.  

Contact: Leslie Schneiweiss, Communications and Public Information, (512) 974-

7953  
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